GLOBAL REACH o

is an international Most of UNFPA's staff work in 112 country offices that serve some 150
development agency that promotes the right of every woman, man and countries, areas and territories. In 2008, UNFPA decentralized its operations
child to enjoy a life of health and equal opportunity. UNFPA supports to bring even greater focus to the field.
countries in using population data for policies and programmes to reduce
poverty and to ensure that every pregnancy is wanted, every birth is

UNFPA enjoys widespread support around the world. It receives annual
voluntary contributions to its regular resources of more than $400 million

‘ who we are
from more than 180 countries. Canada, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Ireland, i

Japan, the Netherlands, Norway, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the United - Sy

D e safe, every young person is free of HIV/AIDS, and every girl and woman
SRaM B is treated with dignity and respect.

Kingdom are among our top donors. Every country in sub-Saharan Africa has .
contributed financially to UNFPA, a testament to the value of our work. .

©
o
(%
©
S
o
o
O
<
a
[T
2z
)
=~
v)
)
o
©
(=
3
—

© Teun Voeten / Panas Pictures

b -

® UNFPA Regional, Subregional and Liaison offices
For information about your nearest UNFPA office, go to www.unfpa.org/worldwide

United Nations Population Fund 220 East 42nd Street, New York, NY 10017 www.unfpa.org
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A world in which every

pregnancy is w. ed

every birth is safe, every

young person is free of .
| HIV, and every girl an
woman is treated with

dignity and respect.
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The ability of individuals and couples to decide freely and responsibly the
number and spacing of their children was proclaimed a basic human right four
decades ago. Yet, access to safe and reliable family planning methods remains
out of reach to some 200 million women, especially those who are poor. This
unmet need makes it difficult for couples to plan their lives and secure their
futures.

In 2007, universal access to reproductive health care, including family plan-
ning, was adopted as a benchmark for Millennium Development Goal 5
(improving maternal health), and UNFPA is a leader in helping countries
achieve this goal. A key element of this is assisting countries in forecasting
and supplying their needs for contraceptives, condoms and other reproductive
health supplies.

Every minute, a woman dies during pregnancy or childbirth. And for every
woman who dies, as many as 20 others are seriously harmed by obstetric
fistula or other childbearing injuries. The means to prevent such tragedies
include voluntary family planning, skilled attendance at birth and emergency
obstetric care when needed. UNFPA's strategy embraces all three.

UNFPA helps women to enjoy the right to give birth safely. In 2007, it
established a Thematic Fund for Maternal Health to help developing coun-
tries to provide quality care to women giving life. It helps countries to train
birth attendants and other health workers, and to strengthen other aspects
of public health systems, including emergency obstetric care and the provi-
sion of equipment. UNFPA also spearheads the global Campaign to End
Fistula, an initiative to prevent this devastating childbirth injury and to
restore the health and dignity of those who have been living with its effects.

THE LINK BETWEEN POPULATION
AND DEVELOPMENT

Population dynamics—including growth rates, age structure, fertility,
mortality, migration and more—influence every aspect of human,

social and economic development. The other core areas of UNFPA's work,
including reproductive health and women's empowerment, strongly
influence population trends.

UNFPA works with governments and other decision makers to clarify the
links between population and all other areas of development, to gather and
analyse data and to ensure these issues are firmly reflected in national plans
and policies. The Fund has helped dozens of countries plan and carry out
censuses and build their own capacity to collect and use population data.

THAT EVERY YOUNG PERSON IS FREE OF HIV...

Addressing the aspirations and challenges facing the largest generation “Investing in women is not only the right thing to do. It is the smart thing to

of youth in history—one out of every four persons is between the ages do. I am deeply convinced that, in women, the world has at its disposal the most
of 10 and 24—is a top priority for UNFPA. The large number of young

people entering their most productive years can help launch economic,

significant and yet largely untapped potential for development and peace.”

social and cultural transformation—if they are healthy, educated and
provided with viable options in life. Reaching those who are married, out
of school or marginalized by poverty is central to our mission.

AND THAT EVERY GIRL AND WOMAN
Young people remain at the centre of the AIDS epidemic in terms of rates IS TREATED WITH DIGNITY AND RESPECT.

of infection, vulnerability, impact, and potential for change. Forty per cent Women can and must play a key role in sustainable development and

of all new HIV infections worldwide are among young people, and young poverty eradication. When women are educated and healthy, their

women are increasingly at risk. The world has agreed that young people families, communities and countries benefit. Yet, discrimination and

have the human right to the information and means to protect themselves, violence against women and girls pervade almost every aspect of life.
but this commitment remains unfulfilled.
Investments in gender equality can improve the lives of both men and

As one of 10 co-sponsors of the Joint United Nations Programme on women, with lasting benefits for the next generations. For more than

HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), UNFPA works to scale up HIV prevention efforts
while addressing the gender inequalities that add fuel to the epidemic.
UNFPA bases its work on evidence that shows that HIV can be contained

three decades, UNFPA has been in the forefront of bringing gender issues
to wider attention, promoting legal and policy reforms and gender-sensitive

data collection, and supporting projects that empower women economically.
through sustained and intensive programmes that emphasize prevention,

UNFPA recognizes that attitudes and behaviours concerning gender
relations and reproductive health are shaped by, and vary widely among,

including increased condom use, delayed sexual initiation, fewer sexual

partners and reduced mother-to-child transmission. Linking responses
cultures. We are sensitive to cultural norms and values and tailor our

approaches accordingly, respecting the needs and aspirations of communi-
ties. UNFPA has a long history of working with local leaders, faith-based

to HIV with sexual and reproductive health is UNFPA's overall strategy
for reaching more people cost-effectively and moving towards the goal

of universal access to prevention, treatment, care and support by 2010.
organizations, community elders and other agents of change to eradicate

practices that endanger women and youth, or otherwise restrict their rights.

“We must always remember our most important
partners—those who are most excluded. This
includes the woman living with HIV, the indigenous
woman dying in childbirth, the family displaced

by war or natural disaster, the woman who has
been raped, the elderly who are neglected or even
abused, the woman who is forced to trade her body
as a commodity, and the girl who was married too
young and now suffers from fistula.”
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